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SUBJ: UAE IMPORT STATISTICS. 

1 . ABU DHABI CUSTOMS DEPT. HAS FINALLY RELEASED THE 
EMIRATE'S OFFICIAL IMPORT DATA FOR 1974, FILLING OUT 

THE GAPS IN UAE DATA. TOTAL UAE IMPORTS JUMPED 1 1 1 PERCENT 
OVER 1973 TO REACH DOLLARS 1.8 BILLION IN 1974. 

PRELIMINARY DATA FROM THE UAE CURRENCY BOARD AND THE 
CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES OF DUBAI AND ABU DHABI INDICATES 
THAT THIS RATE OF GROWTH WAS NOT MAINTAINED IN 1975. 

TOTAL IMPORTS ROSE TO ABOUT DOLLARS 2.4 BILLION IN 
1975 AN INCREASE OF 34 PERCENT. 

IF THIS GROWTH RATE CONTINUES, 

UAE IMPORTS SHOULD REACH DOLLARS 3.1 BILLION 1976. 

2. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IMPORT GROWTH WILL EXCEED 
34 PERCENT IN 1976. 

IN 1975, UAE OIL SECTOR FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

EARINGS WERE 4.9 BILLION, AN INCREASE OF ONLY 13 PERCENT 

OVER 1973. IN 1976, EXCHANGE EARNINGS ARE EXPECTED 

TO RISE BY OVER 30 PERCENT TO 7.1 BILLION DOLLARS. THIS CAN 

ONLY FURTHER STIMULATE DOMESTIC DEMAND. 
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3. U.S. EXPORTS IN 1974 INCREASED BY 73 PERCENT TO ABOUT 
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233 MILLION DOLLARS AND MARKET SHARE FELL FROM 16 PERCENT TO 

13 PERCENT. ALTHOUGH BOTH BRITISH AND JAPANESE EXPORTS 

ROSE BY 95 PERCENT AND 96 PERCENT RESPECTIVELY, THE MARKET SHARES OF 

THESE TWO COUNTRIES ALSO FELL. THE U.S., U.K.. AND 

JAPAN TRADITIONALLY SUPPLIED OVER HALF THE UAE MARKET. 

THE THREE COUNTRIES’ MARKET SHARE FELL TO 46 PERCENT IN 1974. 

FRENCH AND WEST GERMAN EXPORTS ALSO DID NOT KEEP PACE 
WITH DEMAND IN 1974. 

4. FASTEST RATES OF GROWTH IN 1974 WERE ACHIEVED BY LARGE 
NUMBER OF WHAT WERE IN THE PAST MORE MARGINAL SUPPLIERS. 

IN WESTERN EUROPE, SPAIN, ITALY, AUSTRIA, SWEDEN, 

SWITZERLAND, AND FINLAND DOUBLED AND IN MOST CASES 
TRIPLED THE VALUE OF THEIR EXPORTS. EAST EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES ALSO RECORDED ENORMOUS RATES OF GROWTH. 

IMPORTS FROM THE USSR, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, EAST GERMANY, 

HUNGARY, RUMANIA, AND YUGOSLAVIA INCREASED BY 310 PERCENT 
WITH EAST GERMANY (589 PERCENT) AND RUMANIA (670 PERCENT) 

LEADING THE GROUP. 

5. LOCAL IMPORTERS OFTEN COMPLAIN THAT THE US IS NOT 
SUFFICIENTLY INTERESTED IN THE UAE MARKET. THE RESPONSE 
OF MANY LARGE US FIRMS WOULD TEND TO CONFIRM THIS BELIEF, 

BUT IF CANNOT BE THE WHOLE STORY. AS THE TRADE FIGURES 
INDICATE, THE MARKET SHARES OF ALL THE UAE'S TRADITIONAL 
EXPORTS DECREASED SUGGESTING INELASTICITIES OF SUPPLY 
RATHER THAN MERE LACK OF INTEREST. WITH IMPORT DEMAND 
GROWING SO RAPIDLY, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT LOCAL 
IMPORTERS TURNED TO ALTERNATIVE SUPPLIERS. 

STERNER 
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